
Good afternoon members of the Education Committee. My name is Wendy Cardenas, I’m a
resident of Bridgeport and I’m the Organizing Director at Make the Road CT. We are a
community led organization working for the rights of immigrant, latinx, brown and black
communities in the state.

I am here to testify in support of the House Bill number 6663 An Act Establishing the English
Learners Bill of Rights.

I’m here today to share my story as someone who attended the CT Public Education system as
an ELL student.

In 2001 I moved to Stamford with my family from Peru and I attended the Stamford Public
school system. My early memories from middle school were being pulled out of my math
classes to learn english. Math was the only subject I really enjoyed, I remember feeling
punished every time they pulled me out and blaming myself for not understanding the language.

When I enrolled in schools no one explained to my mom how the ESL program worked- which
was the only program offered for ELL students  in the school I was assigned to attend, or how
bilingual education looked like. 30 mins everyday did not help me to learn and understand the
language, it only held me back.

Thankfully my mother never gave up and took her months to have the Stamford schools  put me
in a program that I needed. This was not right. It shouldn’t have taken months for my mom to
get me the resources I needed but yet she was fighting against a system that ignored her and
my needs because my mother didn’t speak english. And as sad as it sounds is still happening
today in 2023.

The CT Department of Education must do better for ELL children and their families. An English
Learner Bill of Rights it's what our community needs.

I urge the Education committee members to vote in favor of HB 6663.

Thank you.


